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Report 

of 

Equality Forum meeting 

held on January 30, 2008 in 

Port Seton Leisure Centre.
Who were there:
Alex Donnally  

MS Society

Rickie Richardson  
Member

Alan Brown


JPG Carer Representative

Ross Carpenter

Member

George Berrick

Member

Agnes Gaddie  

Member

Cathy McLeary 

Member 

Jim Goddard

Carers of East Lothian

Irene Tankerville 

Planning and Commissioning Officer

Pearl Lane 


Prestonpans Disability Resource Centre

Ruth Sked, 


ELCCF Service User Representative

Carrie Poole 

Local Area Co-ordinator

Lesley Aitkenhead 
ELCCF Development Manager

George Paterson 

ELCCF Information Worker

Also there:
Stephen Duff 

East Lothian Disability Sport Co-ordinator

Rebecca Spillane 

East Lothian Disability Services Co-ordinator

Pre-business:
Lesley reported Val Vincent had gone into hospital and was unable to attend the forthcoming Physical Disability and Sensory Impairment Joint Planning Group. Ross volunteered to attend in her stead with Lesley in attendance as support. The group wished Val a speedy recovery.

Minutes:
The minutes of November 28, 2007 meeting were agreed.

Fit for Use

Members raised issues springing from the Our Lives, Our Way consultation, the Lothian Strategy for People with Physical and Complex Needs.

Members raised concern at the disability information experience of staff at leisure centres overall. While not criticising staff, it was felt there were few, on hand with the time, training or experience to support disabled users.

Debate became heated over the naming of the Prestonpans Mercat Gait centre ‘hydro pool’ issue by centre management in reference to the facility as a ‘spa pool’. Forum members felt aggrieved since the pool was originally funded as a therapeutic hydro pool.

The pool issue brought into wider context the lack of staff training and awareness for other sports and recreational facilities for disabled people. 

Organised group use is one thing, Forum members believed, but independence demands individual need to be met for independence. Members felt they should enjoy recreational facilities as any other member of the public.

Although it was felt children and younger users were attended to, less attention and priority was given to adults and older people.

Points also made: 

· There is a lack of induction loops in fitness suites.

· The hydrotherapy pool at the Mercat Gait is off limits to under-16s unless a private booking is made.

· Only lifeguard staffing is available at hydrotherapy.

· Fitness suites with physical exercise machines are also off limits to under-16s, except for Friday afternoon sessions for 12-15 year olds.

Stephen Duff, East Lothian Disability Sport Co-ordinator

Stephen explained his role was mainly that of a co-ordinator to answer the needs of clubs or groups, rather than individuals, within a sports context, but was willing to pass on the feelings of the Forum to centre managers.

Organising sports or activities for clubs/groups for people with disabilities could be done, though payment would have to be made.

A great part of his remit was to help organise Primary and Secondary school age sports activities. With mainstreaming, this means involving disabled children in curriculum activities, but few youngsters were taking advantage of PE activities out of school.

He was also involved with teacher in-service training for sports disabilities.

Copies of activities in East, Mid, West Lothian and Edinburgh were circulated.

Forum members pointed out that travel to and from venues was a constant problem, which not only involved expense but also finding a disabled parking space.

Stephen explained that such travel expenses were outwith his remit. Members felt, however, such costs should be paid by the authority and integrated with services provided.
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Disabled Parking spaces and their abuse provoked heated debate and mention was made of MSP Jackie Baillie’s Disabled Person’s Parking Bill and of the recent well publicised moves by supermarkets to make abuse of spaces ‘illegal’.

A call was made for East Lothian to undertake an awareness campaign, potentially with posters and literature passed on to parents via schools.

Rebecca Spillane pointed out East Lothian Access Panel were aware of the problem and asked Forum members if they had any ideas how to tackle the abuse of bays. A number of suggestions were made and also ideas as to how to deal with abusers.

Access to Mainstream Services

Rebecca explained the local authority were in the process of equality and disability awareness training to members of staff via Enable and undertaking a review of communications policy regarding signage and symbols.

Although welcoming the exercise, Forum members believed more ‘heavyweight’ awareness was called for and an example given for the Council to be aware of the need for flexibility in hours of support cover service.

Last appointments, it was pointed out, were made at 9.30pm and services ended at 10.00pm. This effectively excluded many from taking part in some evening activities, such as night school classes and events at the Brunton Hall.

Disabled people, Forum members underlined, should be at the heart of the authority’s equality and disability policy planning. 

Joint Planning Groups and Local Strategy

Alan Brown reported Planning Group consultations were going well but finance work was still to be finalised. He voiced concern as to the low key input from the Community Health Partnership and how it was fitting into the process.

The Equality Forum meets again at 10.30am-12 on Wednesday April 9th at Tynepark Arts Centre.
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